COPYRIGHT PROTECTION IN

MALAYSIA

Generally, copyright is a branch of Intellectual
Property that protects the proprietary rights of
authors in relation to their created works.

In Malaysia, copyright is governed by the Copyright
Act 1987 and Copyright (Amendment) Act 1990,
which comply with the standards and requirements
of the Berne Convention 1886. Subsequently, the
Copyright Act has been amended in 1996, 1997 and
year 2000 to streamline with the international
development of the intellectual property system.
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1. What is Copyright?
Copyright basically refers to the exclusive right granted
to the copyright owner to control over the work i.e
reproduce, make, publish, perform in public, broadcast
etc. Copyright only protects the original expression of
ideas, not the idea themselves.
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2. Which areas of the works are eligible for
copyright?
The following works shall be eligible for
copyright:-
- Literary works including computer software
- Musical works
- Artistic works
- Films, sound and broadcasting
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3. What are the qualifications for work to be
protected under the Copyright Act 1987 in
Malaysia?

Copyright subsists in every work eligible for copyright
when the work is made and the author must be a
qualified person. The work must be original and the
author must has expend sufficient skill and effort to
produce the work, and has been written down,
recorded for reduced to material form.
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4. Must | apply to the relevant authorities for

copyright protection?

In Malaysia, copyright arises automatically as soon as
the work reduced to a material form. No legal
requirements for registration. However, the author may
make a Statutory Declaration stating that he/she is the
original author of the works.
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5. How long does a copyright last?

Basically copyright subsists during the life time of the
author plus 50 years after his death or 50 years after
the publication, making, or be available to the public
depending on the types of copyright work.
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6. When does an infringement of copyright

occur?

An infringement occurs when any of the activities under
the exclusive control of the copyright owner are
conducted without his/her license or consent, i.e
reproduction in the material form, transmit or
distribute the work, perform, playing or showing to
the public the work etc.
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7. What are the remedies for infringement
of copyright?
According to Sec. 37 of the Copyright Act 1987,
infringement of copyright is actionable at the suit of
the owner of the copyright, the court may award
damages or account of profits made delivery up of
the infringement article and may grant an injunction
to prevent further infringement.
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8. Who can assist you in preparing the

Statutory Declaration?

We, at Intellect Worldwide Sdn Bhd (an Intellectual
Property Consulting Firm), can assist you to prepare
the Statutory Declaration and provide the utmost
professional advice and service.
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Suite 13A-06, Wisma MCA, 163,

Jalan Ampang, 50450 Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia.
Tel: 603 2161 7001 Fax: 603 2166 9001
Email: iwkl@intellect-worldwide.com

Penang

3.02, Menara Boustead Penang, 39 Jalan Sultan Ahmad Shah,
10050 Penang, Malaysia.

Tel: 604 229 1100 Fax: 604 227 1100

Email: iwsb@intellect-worldwide.com

Singapore

10, Anson Road #12-14,

International Plaza, Singapore 079903
Tel: (65) 9298 0100 Fax: (65) 6225 9890
Email: iwsg@intellect-worldwide.com.sg

www.intellect-worldwide.com

Remarks :The above is intended to provide general information about

B/ : copyright. It should not be relied upon as legal advice, and is
not a substitute for consultation with an agent. Please seek
advice should you have any inquiries.
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In the event of discrepancy between the English and Chinese
languages on this document, the English version will prevail.
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