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FLOW CHART OF PATENTS & UTILITY INNOVATIONS APPLICATION PROCEDURES

DOCUMENTATION 
(Drafting of Patent 

specification)

APPLICATION     

CLEAR FORMALITIES 

SUBSTANTIVE EXAMINATION 
Applicant request for pure or 

modified substantive 
examination

NOVELTY/PRIOR ART 
SEARCH (Optional) 

RECEIVES EXAMINER'S 
REPORT

Respond 
rejected

SMOOTH FLOW

Patentable

To respond to objections within 
3 months

RECEIVES FORMALITIES 
REPORT WITHIN 1-2 
WEEKS (CERTIFICATE OF 
FILING)
Accorded:
1. Filing date
2. Filing umber

Compliance with formal 
requirements

Prosecution

SUBSTANTIVE EXAMINATION 
CLEAR REPORT 

Applicant complies with the 
requirements

ISSUANCE OF NOTICE OF 
GRANT

Application proceed to grant

PATENT PUBLISHED IN 
GOVERNMENT GAZETTED

PAYMENT OF ANNUITY FEE

Applicant makes corrections 
within 3 months

Applicant does not make 
corrections within 3 months

Non-compliance 
with formal 

requirements 
ADVERSE 

FORMALITIES 
REPORT

APPLICATION 
WITHDRAWN

RESPOND AND 
COMPLIED

To make request for Substantive Examination within 2 YEARS from filing date

YES NO

Respond 
accepted

Adverse Report

TERM
1. Patent expires 20 years after date of filing
    (Amend.Act 2000)
2. Utility Innovation expires 5 years after date
    of grant and can be extended for two (2) 
    further consecutive 5 years each.


